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The darkest green counties 
have seen at least a 50% 
increase in the percentage of 
forestland area since 1997.



Source: http://www.bigpictureagriculture.com/2011/05/us-farm-data-maps-density-farm-payments.html
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“In the long-term, a sustainable forest 
management strategy aimed at maintaining 
or increasing forest carbon stocks, while 
producing an annual sustained yield of 
timber, fiber, or energy from the forest, will 
generate the largest sustained mitigation 
benefit.”

 - Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) Fourth Assessment Report



Conclusions

• North America’s ecology provides for incredible forest diversity
• Markets support private landowners and help keep the 

landscape forested

• Management provides diverse benefits, including mitigating 
wildfire conditions and supporting wildlife habitat

• Sustainable forestry and use of forest products combine to 
maximize climate change mitigation

• Bottom line – choosing wood supports forest growth and health 
in North America and gives us a sustainable (carbon storing!) 
building material
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