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To protect the forests, you 
must promote the interests 
of those who own, manage 
and make a livelihood from 
their natural resources.

OUR UNIQUE POSITION

We are a landowner organization.

Only then will the ultimate goal of 
conservation of America’s private forests 

be achieved.
6
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The Global 
Forest Narrative 
vs. the US 
Forest Narrative

Curtis et al 2018
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Forest Cover by State

12/10/19

https://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/
news/release/us-tree-
cover

https://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/news/release/us-tree-cover
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Virginia
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FY 1905-2017 
National Summary 
Cut and Sold Data 
and Graphs USDA 
Forest Service
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Timber vs. Forest

Timberland is land 

1) with at least 10 percent canopy cover by live trees of any size, including 
land that formerly had such tree cover and that will be naturally or 
artificially regenerated,

2) not withdrawn by statute or administrative regulation prohibiting the 
management for production of wood products, and 

3) capable of growing at least 20 cubic feet per acre per year.

Source: Southern Timber Supply Analysis
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USFS Resource 
Planning Assessment
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Forests = 16 million acres
Timber = 15.3 million acres
Reserved = 500,000 acres

Private ownership  = 13 million
Family ownership – 9.8 million
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TOP 5 REASONS 
FOR OWNING
FORESTLAND

1

2

3

4

5

Timber

Land 
Investment

Wildlife

Legacy

Beauty

FLA Survey of Forest Landowners
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Source: Forisk
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All farmers need markets
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The US Forest Carbon Accounting 
Framework: Stocks and Stock change 
1990-2016. Gen. Tech. Rep. NRS-154. 
Newtown Square, PA: U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Forest Service, Northern 
Research Station. 49 pp.
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https://usforests.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html%253Fappid=b42294377a4b4d05bd10591b71b32b9a
https://ourworldindata.org/co2-and-other-greenhouse-gas-emissions/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en_US
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https://www.forestfoundation.org/wood–a-good-choice-for-
energy-efficiency-and-the-environment



Life Cycle Assessment is 
potentially the most 
important method for 
assessing the overall 
environmental impact of 
products, processes or 
services
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