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The use of a variety of 
forest products supports 

sustainable management of 
forest lands.





Source of graph: Alvarez, M. 2007. The State of America’s Forests. Bethesda, MD: Society of American Foresters. ©2007 
Society of American Foresters







U.S. growing stock volume, billion cubic feet, and Timberland area, million acres
1953–2017

Source: Oswalt et al. 2018. https://www.fia.fs.fed.us/program-features/rpa/docs/2017RPAFIATABLESFINAL_050918.pdf



Forest Certification and Regulations

Sources: www.sfiprogram.org, www.pefc.org, www.fsc.org, www.forestfoundation.org



Carbon Benefits

Forests sequester carbon 
(climate change mitigation)

Wood products sequester carbon 
(wood is 50% carbon by dry weight)









Source: Building with Wood – Proactive Climate Protection, Dovetail Partners, Inc.1

Sustainable Forestry
supports

ALL 17 UN SDG Goals2,3

Circularity
Renewable Resource | Carbon Sequestration



“In the long-term, a sustainable forest 
management strategy aimed at maintaining or 

increasing forest carbon stocks, while producing 
an annual sustained yield of timber, fiber, or 

energy from the forest, will generate the largest 
sustained mitigation benefit.”
- International Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) Assessment Report



Conclusions

• North America has the ecology for growing 
trees, and forest area in the US has been stable 
for many generations.

• Forests and forest products provide natural 
climate solutions in the wood and in our built 
environment and they strengthen our rural 
economies.

• Strong markets for wood products provide 
incentives for landowners to keep lands 
forested.
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